
A group of 9 filled the meeting on 4th January with a detailed discussion, across a wide range of programmes and 

different experience, of "Materials distribution, pitfalls and practice".  This began with a discussion of the minima 

for electronic uploading for students but made us think about learning outcomes; what we are using materials for; 

what students might expect of materials provided to them and, fundamentally, how we teach.  The responses 

about electronic minima will feed into activities around the Law School's Learning and Teaching Enhancement plan, 

but have provided us all with food for thought.  The next step, perhaps, will be to investigate what use students 

make of material (do they feel they need to print it all out or do they discriminate)?  The session has been audio 
recorded for those who were unable to make it this time. 

Would you like to join us? The LEG is open to all 

academics in the Law School, and you do not have to 

be interested in publishing in legal education to 

participate. If you are interested in what we teach, why 

we teach it and how, you are more than welcome to 

join us, either for a single session or at every meeting. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 21st February and 

work is ongoing to find dates that are accessible to 

everyone. 

Dates for your diaries: 

1. Next LEG meeting – 21st February, Belgrave TR4 

– teaching and assessment of oral skills 

(presentations, moots, advocacy, interviewing, 

conference skills) 

2. LILAC Conference, Warwick, 28-29 January 

2011 

3. NTU Teaching and Learning Event – 30 March 

4. ALT conference – 18th – 20th April (Cardiff) 

5. NLS Teaching and Learning Event – 8th June in 
Belgrave 

LEG report on the year 2009-2010 

 

The Legal Education Group held three discussion meetings in 2009-2010; including debates around  

• challenges relating to assessment (led by Joy Davies);  
• different legal cultures inside and outside the academy and the profession(s);  

• broadening the curriculum, existing and possible usages of multidisciplinary aspects at all levels.  
 

The third meeting was convened as the closing session of the second annual NLS Teaching and Learning Event, 

reflecting on the presentations and discussions of a very worthwhile and successful day. 

 

A special edition of the Nottingham Law Journal focussing on legal education under the guest editorship of Becky 

Huxley-Binns, allowed contributors from both inside and outside NLS to engage in debate about issues relevant to 

all aspects of the legal curriculum, inside and outside the workplace.  In addition, Becky was, in January, named 

Law Teacher of the Year 2010.   

 

The first part of the NLS element of the national pilot scheme for work-based learning as a replacement for the 

training contract was completed in October, with 28 candidates, who had shown that they deserved to qualify but 

who would not otherwise have been able to do so, now eligible to apply for admission to the Roll as solicitors. 

 

Consultancy to the legal professions has continued to involve ground-breaking work with the Institute of Trade 

Mark Attorneys; Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys and Council for Licensed Conveyancers.  A direct result of 

Jane Jarman’s work with ITMA is the Professional Certificate in Trade Mark Practice, the new means of qualification 

as a trade mark attorney in this jurisdiction which is scheduled to begin delivery in 2010-2011 with an “intensive 

course” designed as a transitional measure, due to start in early 2011. 

 

Participants in LEG have spoken at (with or without papers):  

• the WUF/Davos Conference [The World Universities Forum Annual Conference 2010];  

• Association of Law Teachers Annual Conference  

• University of Sheffield Widening Participation Event July 2010  

• LILAC 2010  

• Critical Perspectives on Professional Learning, University of Leeds and Leeds Metropolitan University  

• NTU Annual Learning and Teaching Event 2010  

• NLS Annual Learning and Teaching Event  
 

LEG members have published in the Solicitors’ Journal, New Law Journal, Legal Week, lawcareers.net, 

allaboutlaw.co.uk, Journal of the World Universities Forum, Nottingham Law Journal and Civil Justice 

Quarterly.  Two members of LEG have contributed a chapter to an important forthcoming publication on Affect and 

Legal Education and others have taken up roles including JASB validation representative, NTU validation panel 

members and chair and NTU verifier.  

 

An NLS strategy for response to consultation papers in the legal education and legal services sector has been 

implemented in 2009-2010.  Responses to date have been to: 

• The SRA’s proposals for outcomes-focused regulation;  
• The joint SRA, BSB and IPS proposals for a quality assurance scheme for criminal advocates;  
• ILEX’ proposals for a period of work-based learning.  
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Materials distribution; pitfalls and practice.  

LEG meeting 4th January 2011 

 

Minimum 

electronic 

material at 

programme 

level 

Minimum electronic 

material at 

module/subject/unit 

level 

Good practice – hard and soft copy, selection and deselection, best use. Pitfalls. 

 

Programme 

handbook 

(possibly 

deconstructed 

into topics for 

user-

friendliness and 

access for all 

users including 

students and 

staff). Contents 

list is prescribed 

by the 

University.  

 

Assessment and 

feedback 

schedule(s). 

 

Programme 

specification 

(but they have 

to be 

meaningful and 

understandable) 

Module specification (or 

the same information in 

a form of it that is 

student-friendly 

including how the 

contact time is 

deployed, the syllabus, 

the assessment(s) etc. 

 

Assessment(s) with 

assessment criteria. 

 

Normally, lecture 

outlines/power points – 

whether made available 

in advance or 

afterwards (or at all). 

Accompanying 

podcasts/vodcasts (the 

latter are voice 

instructions in the 2nd 

person to give 

instructions/information 

to students, like a 

talking head; very Web 

Move away from treating soft resources as paper (the internet/NOW should be more than an electronic 

filing cabinet) 

 

What do we want the materials for be used for? This is a process we, as teachers, may need to 

articulate at module level. We have identified that materials might be explanatory, exposition, 

example, evoking stimulations, extension and further reading (sometimes providing links will suffice) 

and we are sure there are others (our preference is that they start with the letter ‘e’ for consistency). 

 

Distribution of lecture/LGS materials in advance/retrospectively/at all must be subject to the purpose 

of the class. 

 

Uploading material by week or thematically; weekly loses the continuum of curriculum development by 

easy to access (and catch up) if absent and meets ‘modularised’, bite-sized approach with which they 

are familiar; thematically maintains continuum and could develop lateral thinking, but may be difficult 

to grasp/access. 

 

Deselection of materials – for example,  in the LLB final year mooting option, we upload a decided case 

to be read before the seminar but give no further guidance in advance. In class, students are then 

given a moot scenario without the moot grounds and the students must formulate the grounds of 

appeal based on the pre-reading.  

 

Selection of materials may be to make students read, and read in volumes and in details, and process 

documents. 

 

We could consider building links from assessments to relevant parts of NLS/NTU website guidance on 
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 2.0). 

 

Seminar 

tasks/preparatory 

materials, where 

relevant.  

 

Teaching team 

emails/contacts. 

 

Interactive diagnostic 

self-test (e.g. links to 

publishers MCQs), 

where relevant 

assessment information e.g. NECs, plagiarism etc. 

 

Group working can be facilitated through the portfolio part of the NOW (alternatively, if a staff member 

sets it up and is present, the Live Meeting function of outlook could be used; guidance material 

available at  

T:\NLS\School Information\Academic staff development  

and the NTU website at 

http://www.ntu.ac.uk/information_systems/services/communication_services/technologies/index.html) 

 

Using the Learning Repository for cross-school use of materials (example: students on one programme 

accessing lectures/LGSs from another programme for foundation information such as an LLM Sports 

Law student accessing LLB EU law lectures). 

 

Feedback to students on assessments? 

 

 
   
 

 


