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Introduction
The Nordic states share a common  

culture and heritage based on common 
democratic and social values. The 

credit for this goes to their common 
historical development, similar 

languages and economic trends, the 
absence of major political 

contradictions.



Many courses in Nordic university
curricula include perspectives such as
sustainable development, gender as
well as various socio-legal perspectives
or the impact of different movement
options such as law and economics, law
and sociology, law and rhetoric, law
and literature.



Roman law was never regarded as part of 
Scandinavian law in the Nordic 
countries, nor as such could it not have 
been cited.

It, however, played an essential role in 
the formation of the legal profession. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF LEGAL EDUCATION 
IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES



- Ditlev Tamm

This basis in old medieval law 
combined with later cooperation 

in the field of law is the main 
reason for considering Nordic 
law a 'legal family' of its own



Uppsala University and Copenhagen University were 
founded in 1477 and 1479 and offered lectures in 

law. 

A law degree was not a requirement for participants 
in the Scandinavian legal systems until 1736 in 

Denmark and Norway or until 1749 in the Swedish 
kingdom, including Finland.



Scandinavian legal realism
influenced legal thinking and legal
education throughout much of the
twentieth century.

Law courses were short and
dominated by legal realism, at least
until the mid-1970s.

Since the 1980s, human rights and
human rights terminology have
played an increasing role in Nordic
law.



FINLAND
Currently in Finland, law can be 
studied at university law faculties 
and law schools, at university 
schools of management, business 
and economics, and at polytechnic 
schools.



More and more often, the Finnish Law Academy organizes 
research centers and scholarly events that engage international 
and multidisciplinary contributors and audiences.

Four universities offer 
studies that result in 

Bachelor's, Master's and 
Doctor of Law degrees. 

They are the universities 
of Helsinki, Turku, Lapland 

and Eastern Finland. 



Introductory and foundation courses that are designed to 
equip students with basic knowledge of the law include 

matters dealing with contract law, property law, commercial 
law, administrative law, constitutional law, environmental 

law, criminal law, and family law.

Studies abroad may be substituted for courses that 
are mandatory in Finnish legal education. However, 
this is only applicable to disciplines with a distinctly 

international focus.



E-learning is playing an increasing 
role in Finnish adult education and 
seems set to grow in the coming 
years. The Open University system 
includes online learning. Finnish 
Virtual University was established in 
2001 as a joint initiative of all 
universities in Finland and provides 
a joint forum for universities in 
developing their e-learning.



SWEDEN
The universities of Lund, 
Gothenburg, Stockholm, Umeå, 
Uppsala and Örebro have 
independent law departments.



study methods of 
interpretation and 

application and theories 
about the relationship 

between law and gender as 
well as the relationship 

between law and 
sustainable development

Stockholm University

deep explanation of how 
globalisation affects national 
legislation, and a very good 

ability to apply knowledge in 
analysing legal theory and 

philosophy of law

Lund University



use and apply previously 
acquired legal knowledge in 
a historically comparative 
and legal theory context

Umeå University

problematise law and the 
role of law from different 

perspectives of legal history 
and legal philosophy

Uppsala University



DENMARK
The undergraduate programme
consists mainly of compulsory 
courses with public law and 
private law, including EU law, as 
the main subjects. 



the law theory 
course at the 
University of 
Copenhagen 

Aarhus
University

The topic focuses on how the legal system is structured, what 
roles and functions lawyers perform, whether there is a 
relationship between law and justice, how lawyers figure out 
what is applicable law, which sources of law (including legal 
provisions and decisions) are given meaning in this context, 
and how a lawyer clarifies the legal meaning of sources of 
law through interpretation 

An educational programme comprising several 
university courses with an emphasis on students for 

whom study is an additional qualification for an 
already established career or for whom study is a 

favourite pastime.



The curriculum and 
syllabus are based on the 

division of the legal 
system into public law 

and private law and on 
the idea that these topics 

should be studied in a 
parallel structure of six 

semester courses.

In conjunction with private law courses, 
students are introduced to international 

private law and the enforcement of judicial 
decisions.



NORWAY
The universities of Oslo, Bergen 
and Tromsø offer training 
leading to a Norwegian law 
degree. The three faculties 
operate on different curricula.



The two-year master's 
programmes include 

criminology, sociology 
of law, human rights, 

maritime law, 
international law, 
e-government and 

information technology 
law.



The Faculty 
of Law at the 
University of 

Oslo 

has integrated problem-
based learning, expanded 

clinical practice, 
developed simulations 
within the course and 

involved students in the 
creation of legal 

technology established the 
world's first two 

student law clinics 
and one of the first 

digital legal 
databases



The written exams have 
been partly transformed 
through digitalisation
and integration of the 
Lovdata Pro legal 
information database to 
simulate working life.



ICELAND
The Law School was opened in the 
autumn of 1908. When the 
University of Iceland was founded in 
1911, the Law School became part 
of it. 



The Faculty of Law at the University of Iceland is the 
leading centre of legal education and research in Iceland.

The LL.M. in Natural Resources Law and 
International Environmental Law is a 

specialised Master's programme in law 
designed for students from all over the 

world who have achieved a relatively high 
level in their basic legal education. 



Legal education at the University of 
Akureyri has from the very beginning 

aimed to provide an international, 
comparative and theoretical approach to 
law within the framework of a Bachelor's 

degree. 

The Faculty's Polar Law Programme and its associated 
publications play an important role in the “Vision for the 

Future of the University 2023”.



Reykjavik University Department of Law emphasises
project-based and research-based learning, and the 

key to such learning is guidance from professors 
who have themselves completed research.

The Department of Law has a classroom equipped like a 
courtroom, which gives students the opportunity to 

practice litigation in a real-life setting. 



CONCLUSIONS 

Through a comprehensive 
analysis, positive trends that unite 
modern Nordic legal education can 

be noted, such as the 
conceptualisation of knowledge 
relevant to legal practice, a focus 

on equality, including gender 
equality, the need for sustainable 
development, e-learning, and the 

use of artificial intelligence.
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