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Introduction

 The Nigerian Legal system is categorised under the Common Law system due

to British Colonial rule before independence in 1960. Nigerian legal system has

almost similar legal education structure with most of the Common Law States.

Realities and challenges in the Nigerian built environment require robust

multidisciplinary legal education for sustainable development. Sustenance of

Nigerian built community, construction creativity and culture are essential through

legal education. It is pertinent to include legal studies in the multidisciplinary

fields of studies related to the built environment in the undergraduate and

postgraduate curricula. Lawyers and professionals in the Nigerian built

environment should be able to identify various legal implications of their services

in the built environment. For instance, managerial burden, liability, risk, and legal

requirements can be incorporated into a practical clinical legal education in order

to underpin more traditional lecture-based law teaching for the law students and

built environment students.



Multidisciplinary legal education in 

Nigerian

 The term ‘built environment disciplines’ refers to fields of studies such as

architecture, builders, engineering, landscape architecture, environmental

health and urban and regional planning whose areas of knowledge map on to

those of the built environment. These disciplines could re-structure themselves

in an arrangement that reflects a basic theme or needs area of society, such as

the need for sustainable and livable spaces. This is only one expression of a

possible common axiomatic, but it would be through the process of facilitating

the common understanding and then restructuring the discipline around the

shared theoretical axiomatic, that a true integration of these traditional

disciplines could occur. Through this process, disciplinary boundaries could

transform to achieve new spaces of knowledge, research and education and

with it, higher levels of conceptual thinking



A multidisciplinary legal education in Nigeria embraces study from

various fields and achieves a goal with the knowledge of other disciplines

in the built environment. It is a scholarly method often used to obtain a

clear conclusion to a hypothesis by the knowledge of several disciplines in

the built environment. Multidisciplinary legal education helps law students

and professionals in the built environment with opportunities to build

sustainable communities, creative constructions and development of

cultural heritage of the State. The faculty of laws and the Nigerian Law

school are saddled with responsibilities of teaching law students to become

lawyers who can approach a client’s problem through different methods. It

is very important as well for Nigerian Universities to allow the law

teachers to teach and prepare the students in the built environment

disciplines to become better professionals in future for sustainable

development.



Importance of Legal Education in 

Nigerian Built Environment

There are many legal frameworks on b of legal provisions in the built environment

industry. Lawyers and professionals in the Nigerian built sectors are regulated by

various statutory professional bodies. The reasons for statutory regulations are to

guide lawyers and professionals in the built environment on sustainable use of the

environment, safety of the stakeholders and users of constructed projects and

avoidance of liability in their professional engagements.

Many dangers associated with the built environment result in losses of resources in

Nigeria. For instance, in Lagos State, where there have been many recent collapses

of old and newly constructed buildings show that there is urgent need to rescue the

built environment from more collapses. Inadequate legal education of the

professionals engaged in the built environment within the state and the entire

Country at large can be one of the major factors for these collapses.



These collapses have caused many lost financial values,

destruction of properties and loss of several human lives. It is

imperative for Nigerian universities and educational

stakeholders to reinforce the inclusion of legal education on the

built environment in the curricula of law students and

multidisciplinary fields of studies in the built environment

sectors. To maintain sustainable community, creative

constructions and development of cultural heritage in the built

environment, multidisciplinary legal education has become

quintessential in Nigeria.



Scope of Community, Creativity and 

Culture in Nigerian Built Environment

Community, creativity and culture are interwoven with the built environment of

every society. Community comprises members with related common goals with

desire for development of social, economic and environmental policy. Creativity

refers to ‘ability to make or otherwise bring into existence something new,

whether a new solution to a problem, a new method or device, or a new artistic

object or form.’ While culture can be referred to as general heritage of arts, belief

system, design, way of life and other related intellectual development of a

particular set of people in a community.

Therefore, the scope of community, creativity and culture in the Nigerian built

environment generally premise on innovative common goals with cultural heritage

to develop the entire country. Law, as a major factor that propels sustainable

development in the Nigerian built environment, should be taught to every

stakeholder in the built environment, in particular, on the aspects of law that

majorly focus on the built environment.



Major Legal Frameworks in the Nigerian Built 

Environment
Multidisciplinary legal education in Nigerian built environment involves many legal

frameworks generally and professionally specific to certain sectors in the built

environment. It is worth noting that Nigerian legal system operates bi-cameral legislature.

There are many laws at the states’ levels in the federation and many other laws at the

federal levels on the built environment. Few of the major federal legal frameworks are

considered in this presentation.

Few of the federal laws include Environmental Impact Assessment Act 2004; National

Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency Act 2018 (as amended);

Public Procurement Act 2007; Climate Change Act 2021; Land Use Act 2010; Urban and

Regional Planning Act 2010; 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as

amended); Factories Act 2010; Harmful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions) Act 2010

among others.



There are substantive laws which are crucial to the built environment,

among these are Construction Law; Contract Law; Environmental

Law; Land Law; Law of Tort, Conveyance Law; Administrative Law;

Intellectual Property Law, Engineering Law, etc. Basic rudiments of

these substantive laws are the core courses for the multidisciplinary

legal education in the built environment sector.

More importantly, there are many laws regulating the professionals

engaged in the built environment in Nigeria, among these are Architect

and Quantity Surveyors Act, 2010, Builders Registration Act 2004,

Council for Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria (Registration etc.)

(Amendment) Act 2018, etc.

The laws above are kin to achieving a sustainable built environment if

they are taught in the multidisciplinary legal education in Nigeria.



Challenges with Multidisciplinary Legal 

Education in Nigerian Built Environment

First, law students studying on multidisciplinary legal education in

the Nigerian built environment face various challenges in the form

of inadequate synergies among faculties or other institutions where

related courses to the built environment are taught. More also, some

technical terminologies which the law students are not familiar with

from other fields of studies in the Nigerian built environment often

hinder interest of law students to apply legal education to the other

disciplines. Furthermore, insufficient funding of the legal education

by the stakeholders in Nigeria is definitely affecting law students to

develop interest in studying laws that relate with the built

environment and other disciplinary fields of studies.



Students in the faculties and institutions in the built environment, such as

architecture, surveying, geology, engineering, landscape architecture,

environmental health, urban and regional planning among others do find

legal terms difficult to understand. More importantly, the students in the

Nigerian built environment lack basic knowledge of law in the fields of

their studies. It appears that the students believe there is no need to study

aspects of law which will enhance them in the offing when they become

professionals in the built environment. The students in the built

environments fields of studies engage more on the practical research,

laboratories findings and discoveries.



The Way Forward
The way forward to reinforcing multidisciplinary legal education in the built

environment in Nigeria is integration of new curricula for both law students

who want to study laws that relate with the built environment and the

students at various fields of studies in the built environment. More also,

there should be a robust legal clinical education among law students and the

students of various faculties in the built environment studies.

More importantly, there should be adequate re-trainings and funding for the

law lecturers in the built environment to explore better ways of impacting

students in the built environment in Nigeria. Onus is on the various

professional regulating bodies in the built environment fields of studies to

ensure that adequate legal responsibilities and responsible measures are

periodically applied to the professional.

Other stakeholders, like institutions, government departments, non-

governmental organizations and individuals in the built environment should

ensure compliance with legal frameworks in the Nigerian built environment.



Conclusion

Multidisciplinary legal education in Nigeria's built environment is

important to achieving sustainable development in relation to

achieving better community, creative constructions and development

of cultural heritage. It is important to take proactive measures

towards better teaching and imparting knowledge of laws related to

the built environment to students in the built environment and law

students who have interest in the sector. There is need to incorporate

new syllabuses and curricula to the various fields of built

environment studies in Nigeria in order to avoid losses in the

economy.




